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1. IN QUESTION MIDWAY THROUGH PRIME MINISTER WHITLAM'S WEEKLY 
PRESS CONFERENCE MAR 20, FOL EXCHANGE TOOK PLACE: 

QTE Q. WILL YOU SUPPORT ANY DIPLOMATIC MOVES BY THE NEW 
UNITED KINGDOM GOVERNMENT WHICH MIGHT BE OPPOSED TO AN AMERICAN 
BUILDUP ON DIEGO GARCIA? 

QTE WHITLAM. YES. IT IS IN THE CONTEXT THAT WE DON'T BELIEVE 
THAT IT HELPS THE LITTORAL STATES OF THE INDIAN OCEAN FOR 
THERE TO BE GREAT POWER RIVALRY. WE WOULD HOPE THAT THERE WOULD 
BE AN AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES AND THE SOVIET UNION 
TO RESTRICT THEIR BUILDUP. 
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QTE Q. HAVE YOU MADE ANY REPRESENTATIONS TO THE UNITED STATES 
ON THIS MATTER? 

QTE WHITLAM. I HAVE DISCUSSED IT WITH THEIR REPRESENTATIVE 
HERE. I HAVE NOT RAISED IT. IT HAS COME UP IN CONVERSATION. 

END QTE. 

2. COMMENT: GENERAL LINE WHITLAM TOOK IN ANSWER TO FIRST 
QUESTION IS CONSISTENT WITH AUSTRALIAN STATEMENT ON DIEGO GARCIA 
RELEASED TO PRESS ON BACKGROUND BASIS FEB 7 (TEXT IN REFTEL) 

AND THEN ISSUED AS OFFICIAL PRESS RELEASE FEB 11. WHITLAM ANSWER 
TO QUESTION MAR 20 IS ALSO CONSISTENT WITH HIS SUBSEQUENT COMMENTS 
TO AMBASSADOR AND TO ADMIRAL GAYLER. UNLESS NEW BRITISH 
GOVERNMENT DECIDES NOT RPT NOT TO APPROVE DIEGO GARCIA EXTENSIONS, 
WE DO NOT ANTICIPATE FURTHER ACTION BY WHITLAM ON THIS SUBJECT. 

GREEN 
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